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1. Background and Its Importance

1.1 Building Foundation for All

This first National STI Day is the first Cambodia’s historic event for promoting science. The important
scheme on “Building Foundation for All” is chosen to address that the Royal Government of
Cambodia (RGC) embraced the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its
associated 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a strong commitment to their
achievement. The formal development process of the Cambodian SDGs (CSDGs) Framework was
laid out with multiple rounds of consultations with relevant stakeholders, including policymakers, line
ministries and agencies, development partners, and civil society organizations. In December 2019,
the National Policy on STI 2020-2030 was adopted and approved by the Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. This long-term policy
aims at strengthening the foundation and improving the environment for STI toward sustainable
socio-economic development (Cambodia’s vision 2050). The main strategic goals of this policy
include human resource development in the framework of STI, and strengthening the STI ecosystem
to upgrade the country’s competitiveness in the industries and services.

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation (MISTI) has been transformed from the
former Ministry of Industry and Handicrafts (MIH) on April 06, 2020 via sub-decree No. 48. The newly
established MISTI has paved the way for the government to mobilize the human resources to
cultivate and nurture the STI ecosystem for having a sound and inclusive development through good
coordination among governmental players, academia, research institutions, private sectors, and
development partners. The reallocation of National Council of Science, Technology & Innovation to

MISTI through royal decree ®&5/5%58%/1020/1073 dated 10 October 2020 indicates nationwide the
role as coordinating body for STI.

With the mandates given by the government, NCSTI has been actively performed and has delivered
some important and strategic documents as guidance to relevant policy makers. One of the major
documents adopted during first meeting of council on 08 July 2021 was the Cambodia’s STI
Roadmap 2030. The roadmap -features five important pillars that Cambodia shall prioritise from now
till 2030. They are: 1) strengthening governance, 2) Targeting for better human capital, 3) Investment
in research and development, 4) importance of having proper collaboration framework, and 5)
building favourable for business ecosystem. The 2nd meeting of NCSTI on 12 January 2022 has led
to the development of some other important documents , namely EduTech Roadmap, AgriTech
Roadmap, and HealthTech Roadmap. One of the important initiatives that has drawn a strong

support from the government was the endorsement by SPM through & <RS2 No. 178 dated 11 March

2022 to have sub-decree for management of Research and Development and the approval of 26
March as National STI Day. It is noted that 26 March 2020 was the day when the MISTI| was endorsed
and established by His Majesty of Cambodia. Lately, the third NCSTI meeting on 12 December 2022
was another milestone of STI development in the kingdom. Some other strategic policies have been
endorsed by council, including the National Research Agenda, Technology Need Assessment
Report, M&E Framework of Cambodia’s STI Roadmap 2030, and Global Observatory of STI.

The first National STI Day themed ‘Building foundation for all’ is timely and important since science
and technology has been the strategic tool for every developed nation. This first organized STI event
comprised of four main activities including i) Best Cambodia Scientist 2023, ii) Science Caravan, iii)
Seminars and talk-shows, and iv) exhibition.

Every 26 March is marked as National STI's Day per endorsement by Samdech Priminister, the
honourable chairman of NCSTI. This day is the day on which MISTI was created in 2020. This
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national day is approved per request of NCSTI after the second meeting on 12 January 2022 as
seen through. Government provides full support of both spirit and finance for the organisation of this

annual event as seen in No. 93 &<TR52.25 of Council of Minister’s letter dated 23 January 2023. The

STI day has four activities, which are:

e Science Carawan: This activity is conducted per collaboration with national science museum
of Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation of Kingdom of Thailand.
e Science Talk-shows: The talk-shows aim at promoting dialogue about STI among scientists,

private sectors, and the government.

e The Cambodia-International STI Expo: The aim is to bring cutting edge technologies used
and/or developed by research and private sectors to the public and create a vibrant
ecosystem of embedding STI in business and service sectors.

e Best Scientist Award: The objective of the initiative is to create value of knowledge made by
scientific research by selecting top 3 “Best Cambodia Scientist”. Few specific objectives could
be 1) To outreach MISTI/NCSTI role to the public, 2) To promote career path as researchers,
3) To promote STEM, and 4) To promote alignment for National Research Agenda.
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Establishment of National Technology
Transfer Center

Establishment of STI Park

Support spiritually and financially in
organizing annually National STI Day
on 26 March

Providing privilege to Chaiman of
National Council of Science,
Technology & Innovation (NCSTI) for
requlating internal rule of NCSTI

Figure 1. Approval letter for organisation of National STI Day by the Government

The event was made possible with several weeks after obtaining the approval from Samdech Prime
Minister. With unwavering support from the government, the organizing was further requesting to
hold the event with honourable presence of the prime minister to preside over the opening on 26
March 2023. A response letter from the Council of Minister noted that Samdech Prime Minister
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accepted the invitation to open the first National STI Day per invitation by MISTI as seen in No. 202
&SRS of the Council of Minister’s letter dated 20 February 2023.
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Figure 2. Acceptance of Samdech Prime Minister to preside the opening of first National STI Day

1.2 The Opening

With the highly-honoured presence of Samdech Prime Minister, the event was a remarkable platform
of STI outreached by many others high ranking officials from local and international partners. Most
relevant ministries and institutions participated actively in event in from the opening to closing and
exhibition. Meanwhile, other international partners have joined and valued the event in different form
such as National Science Museum of the Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Technology and
Communications of Laos People’s Democratic Republic, Science and Technology Policy Institute of
Republic of Korea, to name a few/among others.

It is important to note that there is a strong political support from the government as evidenced in the
speech of Samdech Prime Minister on the importance of STl in the context of uncertainty such as
climate change or pandemic. Furthermore, Samdech Prime Minister recommended and provided
support by offering some directions in his speech as seen in Annex A. Some significant
recommendations are shown below.

e The Royal Government of Cambodia has prioritised the STEM-related human capital
development via motivating next-generation youth to opt for STEM-related majors,
strengthening education and training quality at all levels, carrying out talent attraction and
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On the

retention strategies, strengthening research and development, establishing national research
fund for science, technology, and innovation.

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation and the National Council of
Science, Technology & Innovation shall prepare legal frameworks, especially the issuance of
legal document, policies, strategic plans, and roadmaps in priority areas to accelerate the
development of national innovation systems in full response to Cambodia’s development
needs, changes in regional and global trends.

The government encourages and enhances cooperation between the public and private
sectors, the academia and development partners in order to leverage Cambodia’s national
innovation system.

| would like to encourage higher education institutions to continue establishing business and
start-up supporting centres for promoting entrepreneurship and start-up in Cambodia.

| would like to encourage national and international investors to contribute and provide seed
capital for entrepreneurs by acting as seed investors and setting up private equity and
venture capital funds.

other hand, the message from Senior Minister and Minister of Industry, Science, Technology

& Innovation and Chair of National Council of Science, Technology & Innovation emphasised on the
importance of governance of STl in Cambodia’s ecosystem and expressed the commitment of
ministry to utilise STI to underpin/in support of the socio-economic development the Kingdom of
Cambodia for inclusivity and sustainability. The full speech of His Excellency Kitti Settha Pandita

CHAM

Prasidh during the first National STI Day on 26 March 2026 is given in Annex B.
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2.2. List of invitees
Table 1. List of invitees

No. | Institutions
Academia
1 Royal University of Phnom Penh, NICC, (CAM-Science)
2 Royal University of Agriculture
3 Kirirom Institute of Technology
4 University of Puthisastra
5 Prek Leap National Institute of Agriculture (NIA)
6 Cambodia Academy of Digital Technology
7 Cambodia University of Technology and Science (CamTech University)
8 National University of Management
9 Institute of Technology of Cambodia
10 Royal University of Law and Economics
11 University of Health Sciences
12 Pannasastra University of Cambodia
13 International University
14 Royal University of Fine Arts
15 National University of Battambang
16 National University of Chea Sim Kamchaymear
17 Heng Samrin Tboung Khmum University
18 Svay Rieng University
19 Cambodia 4.0 Center
20 Paragon University
21 Kyoto University
22 Techo Startup Center
23 TUX Global Institute
24 Toul Tumpong High School
25 Bun Rany Hun Sen Phsa Deum Tkov High School
26 Boeung Trabek High School
27 Chamroeun Phal Primary School
28 Bak Tuk High School
29 Chea Sim Boeung Kengkang High School
30 Chatomuk Lower Secondary School
31 Chatomuk Primary High School
32 Bun Rany Hun Sen Wat Phnom High School
33 Indradevi High School
34 Chea Sim Sonthormuk High School
35 Sonthormuk Primary School
36 Samdech Hun Sen Bun Rany Chba Ampov High School
37 Hun Sen Sereypheap High School
38 Hun Sen Prek Kampeus High School
39 Neak Oknha Moha Pheakdey Hun Neang Toul Tumpong 2 Primary School
40 Toul Svay Prey High School
41 Preah Sisovath High School and New Generation School
42 Chumpuwan High School
43 Phnom Daun Penh Primary School
44 Preah Norodom Primary School
45 Westlines School
46 ELT English Language Institute
47 American Intercon School
48 CSl International School




49 Sovannaphumi School

50 SIS International School
51 Paragon International School
52 Pannasastra International School
53 BELTEI International School
54 Sampovmeas Private School
55 CIA FIRST International school
56 International School of Phnom Penh (ISPP)
57 Western International School
58 Canadian International School
59 Zhong Ying International School
60 Manner International School

Start-ups
1 KOOMPI
2 Tech4Kids Academy
3 Banhiji
4 CamboFinance
5 BookMeBus
6 Jobify
7 Morokot Technology
8 Meet Doctor
9 SALA Tech
10 Arrowdot
11 Khmum
12 Uot App & Junlen
13 Checkinme
14 Junlen
15 E-STEM
16 Pethyoeung
17 CAM-Science
18 ARM-Robotics
19 E-Robot+genesis academy
20 TAP APP
21 Robotcon Cambodia
22 Khomnit
23 E2STEM
24 BIGEIGHT
25 SNAPKYU & KOOMPI
26 Seeds planting machine
27 Bright
28 CDVT Digital Technology
29 Drone
30 ARM-Robotics

Development Partners
1 UNDP- United Nation Development Programme
2 FAO- Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
3 USAID- United States Agency for International Development
4 JICA- Japan International Cooperation Agency
5 KOICA- Korean International Cooperation Agency
6 SIDA- Sweden's government agency for development cooperation
7 DANIDA- Danish development assistance
8 AFD - Agence Francaise de Développement




9 AUSAID- Australian Agency for International Development

10 GlZ- German International Cooperation

11 OXFAM

12 World Bank

13 Asian Development Bank

14 EU/EC- European Union/European Commission

15 WWE- World Wide Fund for Nature

16 WCS- Wildlife Conservation Society

17 BL- BirdLife International Cambodia Program

18 LLC Live & Learn Cambodia

19 ERECON- Institute of Environmental Rehabilitation and Conservation

20 Fauna & Flora International Cambodia Program

21 RECOFTC- The Center for People and Forests

22 ClI- Conservation International

23 WA-Wildlife Alliance

24 NGOs Forum on Cambodia

25 CCC- Cooperation Committee for Cambodia

26 Forum Syd

27 Mlup Baitong

28 SCW- Save Cambodia’s Wildlife

29 NTFP-EP- Non-Timber Forest Products - Exchange Programme Cambodia

30 KFW Cambodia

31 CEPA- Culture and Environment Preservation Association

32 CCCA- Cambodia Climate Change Alliance

33 Osmose Cambodia

34 ACCB- Angkor Centre for Conservation of Biodiversity

35 CRDT- Cambodian Rural Development Team

36 River Ocean Cleanup

Private Sectors

1 Cambodia Chamber of Commerce (CCC)

2 Young Entrepreneurs Association of Cambodia (YEAC)
3 Cambodia Women Entrepreneurs Association (CWEA)
4 Khmer Enterprise (KE)

5 Cambodia Automotive Industry Federation (CAIF)
6 Housing Development Association of Cambodia

7 Cambodia Footwear Association

8 The Association of Banks in Cambodia (ABC)

9 Cambodia e-Business Association (CEA)

10 Cambodia Digital Technology Association (CDTA)
11 Young Scientist Club

12 Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone (PPSEZ)

13 Bavet Special Economic Zone

14 Manhattan Special Economic Zone

15 Westlines Education Group

16 Mong Rethy Group

17 Sabay Digital

18 Huawei Technologies (Cambodia) Co., Ltd

19 LY LY Food Industry Co., Ltd.

20 Leng Navatra Co., Ltd.

21 Cambodia Beverage Company Limited (Coca-Cola)
22 Amru Rice

23 Khmer Fresh Milk Co., Ltd (Kirisu Farms)




24 WorldBridge Group

25 One More Group

26 N.V.C Corporation Co., Ltd.

27 Overseas Cambodian Investment Corporation (OCIC)

28 Chip Mong Group

29 Metfone

30 AEON (CAMBODIA) Co., Ltd.

31 MAKRO (CAMBODIA) Co., Ltd.

32 CP Cambodia Co., Ltd.

33 CEO Master Club

34 Cambodian Investors Corporation Plc. (CiC)

35 Vattanac Brewery

36 Hanuman Beverages Co., Ltd.

37 ISI GROUP Co., Ltd

38 FWD Life Insurance (Cambodia) Plc.

39 BNI CAMBODIA

40 PTC Computer

41 PSC Computer Center Co., Ltd.

42 Phnom Penh Honda Co., Ltd.

43 Cambodia Suzuki Motor Co., Ltd.

44 FASMEC

45 Minebea Cambodia

46 SKS Cambodia

47 BAYON Bakery

48 WORLD Union of Small and Medium Enterprises

49 Trileang Aircon

50 GGEAR Group

2.3. Booth free for academia and start up
Table 2. List of free booths for academia and start-ups
No. | Institutions Booth
Academia

1 Royal University of Phnom Penh, NICC, (CAM-Science) 1
2 Royal University of Agriculture 1
3 Kirirom Institute of Technology 1
4 University of Puthisastra 0
5 Prek Leap National Institute of Agriculture (NIA) 1
6 Cambodia Academy of Digital Technology 0
7 Cambodia University of Technology and Science (CamTech University) 1
8 National University of Management 0
9 Institute of Technology of Cambodia 0
10 Royal University of Law And Economics 0
11 University of Health Sciences 1
12 Pannasastra University of Cambodia 1
13 International University 1
14 Royal University of Fine Arts 1
15 National University of Battambang 0
16 National University of CheaSim Kamchaymear 0
17 Heng Samrin Tboung Khmum University 0
18 Svay Rieng University 0
19 Cambodia 4.0 Center 1




20 Paragon University 1
21 Kyoto University 1
22 Techo Startup Center 1
23 TUX Global Institute 1
Start-ups

1 KOOMPI 0
2 Tech4Kids Academy 1
3 Banhiji 0
4 CamboFinance 0
5 BookMeBus 1
6 Jobify 1
7 Morokot Technology 1
8 Meet Doctor 1
9 SALA Tech 0
10 Arrowdot 1
11 khmum 1
12 Uot App & Junlen 1
13 Checkinme 0
14 Junlen 0
15 E-STEM 1
16 Pethyoeung 1
17 CAM-Science 0
18 ARM-Robotics 0
19 E-Robot+genesis academy 1
20 TAP APP 1
21 Robotcon Cambodia 1
22 Khomnit 1
23 E2STEM 1
24 BIGEIGHT 1
25 SNAPKYU & KOOMPI 1
26 Seeds planting machine 1
27 Bright 1
28 CDVT Digital Technology 1
29 Drone 1
30 ARM-Robotics 1

Total free booth offered to academia and start-ups 36

2.4.  Overall design
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Figure 8. Science Caravan Banner

3. Organisation and communication

3.1.  Committee and sub-committees

According to the decision on the establishment of organizing committee and sub-committees for

National STI Day , No. 037 MISTI/2023, dated February 16, 2023 (Annex E), one overall
10



management committee and five sub-committees were established to organize and manage the
National STI Day. Before the official committee and sub-committees were formed, the internal
organizing team of GD/STI had already started preparing the event since early of February 2023.
The team had worked on the concept of STl Day; designing of logo, flyer, banner, booklet and
backdrop; identifying relevant stakeholders to be invited and drafting invitation letter; communicating
with National Science Museum of Thailand for the showcase of Science Caravan; identifying theme
and speakers of Science Talk-show and also drafting the selection criteria for Best Scientist Award.
The internal team of GD/STI fully managed the three-day Science Talk-shows and the three-day
visits of students from public and private schools in Phnom Penh. For /Before the Science Talk-
Shows, the team had drafted the agenda, prepared and sent the invitation to speakers, collected
photo, bio and presentation slides from speakers, and also prepared appreciation letters and gifts
for the speakers. For the visits of school students, the team had drafted the invitation letters to public
and private schools in Phnom Penh, arranged the schedules and transportation for their smooth
visits to the event. A volunteer team with 29 members (Table. 3), who are university and high school
students, was also included in the organizing team in managing school students and helping the
Science Caravan team.

Volunteer Name List

The 1st National STI Day - Science Caravan

No. Name ne Sex School/University Grade/Year
1  |sonita seoun s aSM Female |Norton university year 3
2 Mane Lunh g1 Bian Female |Norton University Year 3
3 KOSAL THY 1 g Male |Institute of technology of Cambodia Year 2
4 |CHEA Somathida IR ELR] Female |Institute of technology of Cambodia(ITC) Year 3
5 Hok Chansovathna UA OSAIgID Female |Institute of Technology of Cambodia Year 3
6 Chheun Sokunthy (WS (A S Female |Institute of Technology Cambodia Year 4
7 Mien Chanbormey Tu]s Sy Female |Institute of Technology of Cambodia Year 4
8 Meng Sophealin 15 MIUS Female |Institute of foreign language Year 2
9 Pat Kimheang 9] ﬁHttﬂJﬂ Female |Royal university of Law and Economics Year 4
10  |Ly Phearom U Miy]j Female [Rule Year 4
11  |Chhem Sengsory 15y Teunegt Female |Norton University Year 3
12 |AnnDina HS 20m Male  |Norton University Years 3
13 |Heng Monyream RNEREIE] Male  |The Westline School Grade 11
14  |Vannak Setheavin HOBEERLS Female |Institute of International Studies and Public Policy Year 3
15 |Do Laychhay H Spuwmw Male |Institute of technology of Cambodia Year 3
16  |Say Chanpheng AW C1SIRN Male |Institute of technology of Cambodia Year 4
17 |Dous Oudom §eany Male Institute of technology of cambodia Year 4
18  |Nguon Phanit #s MSa Female |University (ITC) Year 4
19  |Duong Huykieng 33 NWAR Female |Institute of technology of Cambodia Year 4
20 |EANG Kimteng M AYIGAN Male |Institute of technology of Cambodia Year 4
21 |Cheulyza N Ul Female |ITC Year 4
22 |Chet Heang G 1A Female |University Yeard
23 |Sophanroth Puthearose  |WIARNIY (@R Female |Russey Keo High school Grade 9
24  |Dara Sathya mn fEN Male |ITC Year 4
25 |CHEM Vannith [RERYIIh Female |Institute of Technology of Cambodia Year 4
26  |Chhe Vouchlean g jons Female |Institute Technology of Cambodia Year 4
27 [EMLIV iHy (Ui Female |ITC year4
28 |Yung Dalin Wi thius Female |[ITC Year3
29 |LY Taymeng (U muigi Male [ITC Year3

Table 3. List of volunteers
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3.2.  Communication
The first National Science, Technology & Innovation Day in 2023 marked a historic event for the
development of the STI sector in Cambodia. Recognizing the potential for growth in this area, the
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation launched the National STI Day Promotion
Campaign to raise awareness about the event and promote public understanding of STI
development in Cambodia. Our efforts to boost the National STI Day Campaign included:
1. Mass Media Interview on the topic of National STI Day and STl Development in Cambodia
including STI Policy, STI Roadmap, Technology roadmaps, Talent Grant-in, R&D, STEM-
H.E. Heng Sokkung, secretary of state and Lok Chumteav/Her Excellency Chea Ratha,
undersecretary of state using the two leading televisions in Cambodia known as CNC/CTN
and Bayon TV and its social media platform and websites to promote these stories.

12



2. Promotional materials including videos, posters, flyers for STI Day, posted on STI NEWS
telegram, Facebook pages of MISTI, GD/STI, National STI Day, CI-STI Expo, MISTI Website,
and LinkedIn of GD/STI.

3. During the event, all national TV channels were going live for the opening of the first National
STI Day which was presided over by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen, the
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, including TVs, Radios, and Newspapers-prints
and online. TVK, CNC/CTN, PNN, Bayon, Fresh news, and other local and international
media channels
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4. Activities
There are four main activities including: Cambodia-International STI Exhibition, Science Caravan,
Science Talk-show, and Best Scientist Award.

4.1. Cambodia-International STI Exhibition

The Exhibition is an important side event of STI day. This is the promotional tool that brings
government, academia, and enterprise, as well as audiences or customers, and investors into a
commercial setting. During this exhibition, it is the chance to show off the product, a skill or a service,
or achievement of the institutions, personnel, and innovators.

There were 149 Companies ranging from technology companies, line ministries, universities to start-
ups which used 250 booths in total (refer to list of exhibitors in Table 1, 2). The line ministries who
are the key players in National Innovation System joined and showed the products, services, and
their future perspectives related to STI to visitors especially students.

The General Departments under MISTI have been working toughly in the field of industry, SME,
standard, metrology, water management, STI, etc. This is the stage that those General Departments
show to the public and development partners the nearest future success together. Beside the three
general department under MISTI (National Metrology Centre, General Department of Science,
Technology & Innovation, National Institute of Science, Technology & Innovation), Provincial
Departments of Science Technology & Innovation also joined and/or contributed their two provided
booths to potential technology companies which are potential and located in their provinces.
Higher education institutions and research centres are the main establishments in supporting human
capital development which is the future of the country. They present their educational programs,
products, services (UIL, extension service), competitiveness, and their future perspectives in
collaboration with the private sectors. One free booth is provided to both public and private STEM
universities which are located in either Phnom Penh and provinces. Unfortunately, there were no

14



representatives of any universities from province. This probably due to the time shortage that may
cause the difficulties of preparatory.

The business associations, national and international partners, and embassies joined and exhibited
their projects, latest technologies, services, and products to the public as well as the investors for
future investment and collaboration with the ambition in supporting and assisting the socio-economic
development of Cambodia.

Around 20 Tech Start-ups actively joined the exhibition to show their prototypes and their
products/services to public and looked for the interest of investor.

15
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Figure 12. General Departments and Provincial Departments Under MISTI shown their products, services,

achievements.

4.2. Science Caravan

In cooperation and kind support from National Science Museum, National Astronomy Research
Institute of Thailand and National Research Council of Ministry of Higher Education, Science,
Research and Innovation of Thailand, the Ministry of Industry of Science Technology & Innovation of
Cambodia is delighted to introduce a playful and attractive informal learning in science with many
various interactive media and activities in a mobile laboratory called “Science Caravan” to
Cambodia. Participants, especially kids and young adults, and audience were amazed by many
activities offered by the Science Caravan including Planetarium, Scientific experiment, Scientific
Game, and Drone Show. The goal is to promote self-learning for scientific learning process and to
encourage participants to be more interested in science and to pursue it as a serious career in the
future.

17



Figure 14. Visit of GDSTI leader and staff to National Science Museum of Thailand.

The Visits of leaders and staffs of General Department of Science, Technology & Innovation, of
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation of Cambodia and the leaders of Ministry of
Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation and National Science Museum of Thailand.
They discussed the possible collaboration to bring the related activities to Cambodia.
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Figure 16. Students, kids, and young adults enjoyed with the various activities.

The different colors of the boxes showed the different themes of activities (Math, Physic,
thermodynamic, magnetic...). The instructions of each activities have been translated into Khmer
Language and each activity standed with one trained volenteer for guiding and facilitating during
participant visits.

Figure 17. Kids and their parents experienced and enjoyed with scientific activities.

4.3. Best Cambodia Scientist 2023
This initiative is made timely for Cambodia to promote science, technology & innovation in the
Kingdom of Cambodia. Historically, Cambodia has been catching up late in terms of the scientific
development. The country started to have clear structure for governance on science, technology &
innovation after having royal decree dated March 26, 2020 for the establishment of ministry of
industry, science, technology & innovation. The understanding of science contribution to socio-
economic development among the public including academia, private sector, and government
remains limited. The meaning of ‘knowledge’ made by scientific research is yet behind most of
countries in the regions. Few examples are in critical trends such as less understanding among local
research on peer reviewed publication, poor understanding of research by its definition and
philosophy, under-valuation of scientific finding, etc. For these reasons, diverging and outreaching
the public for correct understanding the value of science, specifically for scientists who make
knowledge for society is important. Different important stakeholders including universities and right
ministry (Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport) are to be involved through the coordination of
20



general department of science, technology & innovation of MISTI. Some important initiatives are
necessary to co-create together with the important stakeholders for promoting this Best Cambodia
Scientist. The trend of public understanding toward scientific publication is positively progressing,
particularly in Cambodia. Therefore, it is timely to value scientific peer-publication such as journal
articles or books written by well-known publishers. Furthermore, innovative form of results made by
research are even more substantial to be promoted. Thus, the platform will bring more value-added
research to serve socio-economic development of the country.

Objectives
The objective of the initiative is to create value of knowledge made by scientific research by having
top 3 “Best Cambodia Scientist”. Few specific objectives could be:

e Outreach MISTI/NCSTI role to the public.

e Promote career paths as researchers.

e Promoting STEM.

e Promoting alignment for National Research Agenda.

Basic criteria for eligibility and evaluation:

1) Applicant must meet threshold of being Cambodian researcher based in Cambodia and
endorsed by local HEIs or Research Intuitions.

2) Paper publications as threshold at international journal as main author or co-authors and
local peer-reviewed journal and presented at local/international conferences (publication
indexed by well-known scientific community).

3) Publications in peer-reviewed textbooks or book chapters with well-known publishers.

4) Experience of guiding the project works/ research students/ thesis at master or doctoral
level or supervising projects in industry (showing evidence peer-reviewed publication in
international communication from the activities).

5) Recognition in the form of an award, grant, or fellowship, by a reputable and recognized
organization for one’s outstanding contribution to the field of specialization.

6) There is no violation on professional ethics and criminality.

Committee
e Advisory Board of National Council of Science, Technology & Innovation
¢ Invited panels from known research HEls
¢ Invited private sector that invest in R&D

Prize
- 1stprize Salary x 2,000,000 Riels per month = 24,000,000 Riels (24 million Riels)
1st runner-up Salary x 1,500,000 Riels per month = 18,000,000 Riels (18 million Riels)
- 2" runner-up Salary x 1,000,000 Riels per month = 12,000,000 Riels (12 million Riels)

The call for applicants was released on 14 February 2023 and closed on 13 March 2023. With the
time limit and the limitation of dissemination of the call for the scientists to apply, there were not many
applicants applying/who applied. Thus, the committee was not able to fully evaluate and select the
successful applicants by the STI day. The best scientist award is postponed and ready for the next
call in the nearest future.

4.4. Science Talk-show
A total of 6 different sessions were organized on topics of contemporary importance:

21



=\ 1StNATI0NAL 2023 [}
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
D\ @ Building Foundati (9 oR

. Science %
Talkshow '~

5 . ,é, Science E v“-"*?fl.:

,  Talkshow 2
S

3
RTL/V Y VLTS P

26-28 March 2023

e Session1: “‘How to make STEM fun for girls?”
Moderator: H.E. Dav Ansan, Under Secretary of State of MISTI
Keynote Speaker: H.E. Chea Ratha, Under Secretary of State of MISTI
Panellists:
1. H.E. Dr. Tan Indravina, CEO of Devalda Medical Center and Pharmacy
2. Ms. Heang Oumouy, CEO of ADITI Media (CamSolution Techology)
3. Dr. Prom Sophea, Lecturer of CamTech University
4. Mr. Sok Sopheakmonkol, CEO of Codingate Co.Ltd

The purpose of this topic was designed specifically for young women for the purpose of inspiring all
female students to pursue their dreams of choosing STEM skills, by sharing ideas and experiences
from female speakers. This talk-show discussed the mechanisms that the Royal Government of
Cambodia (RGC) has put in place to arouse the interest of girls to acquire more STEM skills. The
panellists also shared training and promotion activities that government and private sector have been
implementing to attract young female to pursue study field in STEM. In addition, our panellists also
shared their views and ideas as leaders of public and private institutions on the role of women and
the importance of promoting the acquisition of female skills for the development of the Cambodian
economy. In this talk-show, the panellists also shared various experiences and practical examples
from a view of senior women who have been successful in studying STEM skills and are currently
working in both the public and private sectors.
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4:40 PM — 16:10 PM

e Session 2: “Investment in Human Capital and STI Development Strategies to Achieve

Cambodia’s Vision 2030 and 2050”
Moderator: H.E. Dr. Huot Pum, Under Secretary of State of MEF
Keynote Speaker: H.E. Dr. Huot Pum, Under Secretary of State of MEF
Panellists:

1. H.E. Prof. Dr. Chhem Kieth Rethy, Minister Delegate Attached to the Prime Minister,

Secretary of State of MISTI
2. H.E. Kim Sethany, Secretary of State of MOEYS
3. H.E. Dr. Kong Marry, Under Secretary of State of MEF
This talk-show aims to share national policies, to improve the quantity, quality, and capacity

of human capital for the development needs of the Science Technology and Innovation (STI) sector
in Cambodia. In the talk-show, the panellists shared their views and ideas related to the strategic
plan for human capital investment and the strategy for the development of the STI sector, which is
an indispensable mechanism to ensure that Cambodia achieves its vision of 2030 as a high middle-
income country and 2050 as a high-income country.
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Topic Investment in Human Capital and STI Development
1508 strategies to Achieve Cambodia's Vision 2030 and 2050

e Session 3: “Adaptation and Adoption of Technology to Enhance Enterprise Capacity in
Priority Sector”

Moderator: Dr. Srun Pagnarith, Director of STI Policy Department, MISTI
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Srun Pagnarith, Director of Department of STI Policy, MISTI
Panellists:

1. H.E. Nuth Oun Vannara, Deputy Secretary General of Cambodian Investment

Committee, The Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC)

2. H.E. Dr. Taing Nguonly, CEO of Techo Startup Center

3. Mr. Chhor Rithy, CEO of Fresh Milk Co., Ltd. (Kirisu Farms)

4. Mr. Khem Vichhainin, Deputy Director of Planning and Project Department of PPWSA

In this talk-show, panellists shared the purpose and the necessity of new technologies
adaption and how enterprise could strengthen their capacity by advancing their technologies and
embracing new technologies. This talk-show highlighted the relevant factors, resources that
enterprises should have to enable them to reach the process of adapting and successfully embracing
new technologies. What are the potential challenges in the process of adapting and embracing new
technologies? What supporting policies does Cambodia have and which institutions play a role in
facilitating the promotion Tech adaption and Tech adoption of enterprise?
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o Session 4: “Roles of Key Players in the National Innovation System”
Moderator: H.E. Dr. Hul Seingheng, Director General of STI, MISTI
Keynote Speaker: H.E. Dr. Hul Seingheng, Director General of STI, MISTI
Panellists:
1. Oknha Pech Bolene, Executive Vice President of Young Entrepreneurs Association of
Cambodia
2. H.E. Mam Dathalineth, Vice President of Cambodia Women Entrepreneurs Association
(CWEA)
3. Prof. Dr. Ohgaki Hideaki, Representative of Kyoto University, Japan

The development of the country, especially in the field of Science Technology and Innovation (STI),
would not be able to be achieved by single party, but it is the participation of all stakeholders in the
National Innovation System (NIS) including the government, the private sector, universities, research
institutes; etc, that all actors must fulfil their roles properly and support other relevant actors to jointly
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achieve the goals of effective and sustainable development. In this forum, panellists discussed what
the National Innovation System was; who the key players were; what the roles of key players were
in promoting national innovation. In addition, the panellists shared knowledge about the current
status of the NIS in Cambodia, key challenges, and recommended key strategies of developed

countries.
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e Session 5: “Digital Transformation in Industrial Sector in the Context of Industry 4.0”
Moderator: H.E. Dr. Kan Channmeta, Secretary of State of MISTI

Keynote Speakers:
1. H.E. Dr. Oh Myung, Former Deputy Prime Minister, The Republic of Korea
2. Mrs. Seng Molika, Director of Department of STI Information Management, MISTI
Panellists:
1. H.E. Ngeth Vibol, Director General of the General Department of Industry, MISTI
2.  Mr. Kem Kanvicheth, Director of Production Management Department, PPWSA
3. Ms. Mila Jivkova Kusheva, Chief Marketing Officer of Smart Axiata
4. Mr. Den Davuth, Chief Technology Officer of the SME Bank of Cambodia

The world is growing rapidly, with the digital transformation playing an important role in almost every
aspect of modern people's lives. The trend of using these digital technologies will continue to
intensify in the future. With that, digitalization in industry is one of the areas that is being put into
focus for competition of the global productivity. In this topic, the panellists discussed what the digital
transformation was and the impact of the digital transformation in the context of Industry 4.0 on
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Cambodian industry for the time being and in the future. How could industry be prepared,
Cambodia’s industry readiness, in seizing the opportunity and adapting to this digital transformation?
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o Session 6: “Dissemination of the Digital Technology Roadmap, Tourism Technology
Roadmap and Energy Roadmap”
Moderator: Dr. Try Sophal, Deputy Director General of STI, MISTI
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Try Sophal, Deputy Director General of STI, MISTI
Panellists:
1. Dr. Lee Jungwon, Honorary Research Fellow of STEPI, Korea
2. Mr. Chea Narin, Deputy Director General of Energy General Department, MME
3. Dr. Cheat Sophal, Director of department of Policies Monitoring, Inspection and
Evaluation; MISTI
4. Dr. Chen Sovann, Deputy Director of Department of STI Information Management,
MISTI
5. Dr. Seng Touch, Deputy Director of Department of STI Policy, MISTI

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology, & Innovation (MISTI) has coordinated the
development of roadmaps to indicate the direction of the development of science, technology, and
innovation in several priority areas. The roadmaps for education technology, agricultural technology
and health technology were officially launched in 2022. A side from three launched technology
roadmaps, other three technology roadmaps for three other key areas were disseminated on the first
day of National Science, Technology & Innovation Day, including: roadmaps for Digital technology,
Tourism technology and Energy technology. In this forum, the chairpersons from committee of
the three technology roadmaps shared the significance of the development of these sectoral
roadmaps and the process of building those roadmaps. In addition, the panellists pointed out the
strategic products/services, key technologies, and recommendations that were introduced in each
roadmap, for the 2030 technology roadmap Vision.
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o Session 7: “Leveraging National Research and Development Management to Enhance
National Innovation System”
Moderator: H.E. Dr. Heng Sokkung, Secretary of State of MISTI
Keynote Speakers:
1. Dr. Yu Eunji, Senior Researcher, Korea Institute of Science and Technology Information,
Korea
2. Dr. Lee Hyuck Jai, Principal Researcher, Korea Institute of Science and Technology
Information, Korea
Panellists:
1. H.E. Dr. Kuok Fidero, Director General of National Institute of STI, MISTI
2. Dr. Park Dong Un, Associate Research Fellow, Science and Technology Policy Institute
(STEPI), Korea
3. Dr. Siev Sokly, Deputy Director of Department of STI Policy, MISTI

Research and Development (R&D) refers to systematic creative work to increase the stock of
knowledge about humanity, culture and society and use that knowledge to achieve new
achievements. To promote R&D requires all stakeholders in the NIS to participate in preparing,
supporting, and implementing clear definitions of R&D management, research capacity building and
research quality by setting a National Research Agenda, Funding for research, ecosystem
development, and motivating researchers through research. The discussion was attended by
panellists with experiences in R&D and R&D management to share knowledge to the public. This
discussion discussed Cambodia's various policies for promoting R&D, with a particular focus on R&D
in the fields of science, technology, and innovation. The panel also featured international speakers,
experts from major research institutions of Republic of Korea. They shared recommendations,
addressing national differences and sharing strategies, models and directions of future R&D for
Cambodia context.
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Management to Enhance National Innovation System
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National R&D Managemer

a brief introduction to N

| o vuim AV CAMBODIA |

« NATIONAL 2023 [ Science {5
TeMAEONALEE | Takehow”

5. Sponsorships

Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation was organizing an exhibition and related
activities in observance of National Science Technology and Innovation Day (STI Day) on 26 March
2023. National STI Day will be held on 26 March annually which is a national observance supported
by Royal Government of Cambodia and is dedicated to promote STl to the public and related sectors.

Event sponsors are the primary source of funding for this event and will help ensure its success. The
sponsors were most likely tech-related companies/organization and have been working closely with
MISTI.

The below table shows/presents the sponsor package, booth cost, and its benefit:
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AarnSananiy signdan Soengsgs ayiugiil iado bobn
The 1% Cambodia-International Science, Technology & Innovation Expo 2023

Sp and Standard Booth Packag;
Sponsor | . Benefit
No|[plvpe | o Standard
Booth | SPonsor Logo 820; Appreciation Others
[I_Sponsor
*SPM to visit the booth
*5mins speech at the Gala Dinner before Senior Minister or Representative
P o e *5mins speech at the Closing Ceremony before Senior Minister or or Representative
qu logo onlat: 4 o Slgp ed by *The same table with Senior Minister or Representative during Gala Dinner
Maln'state,oponing:&. {*10'Bootfis- | Sentor *MC announcement during the event
closmg_ Key . Minister:and *Appear in picture with SPM, SM, and company name in MIST's website (valid 1 year)
1 |Platinum |  $100,000]Advertisements location |MISTI Stamp - |, e\ with Local news
! -Leaflets along hand over by |, X i b ¢
_Booklet entrance SPM during Photo with Senior Minister Privately
_Panel way opening *One Private dinner with Senior Minister hosted by MISTI (valid 1 year)
_T-shirt etc ceremony *Logo appear in TVs, Local news, Social Media, STI news broadcasting
o *One VIP card for express elevator at the MISTI (Valid 1 year)
*Free one session of Talkshow
*Car pick up during the event
*Big logo on/at: *Signed by *5mins speech at the Gala Dinner or Closing Ceremony before Senior Minister or
-Main Stage o;;ening *6 Booths- Senlor Representative
& closing Key Minister and  |*Speaker on talk st_wow on _rele\{apt topic to be agreeq ) )
_ Adveicomants ibcatioh MISTI Stamp - |*The same lable_ W|th_S_en|or Mlmster or Representative during Gala Dinner
2 |Diamond $50,000 _Leaflets along hand over by [*Photo with Senior Minister Privately
_Booklet par Senior *Car pick up during the event
_Panel way Minister during |*One Private dinner with Senior Minister hosted by MISTI (valid 1 year)
_T-shi n e closing *One VIP card for express elevator at the MISTI (Valid 1 year)
e ceremony *Free one session of Talkshow
*Signed by *5mins speech at the Gala Dinner or Closing Ceremony before Senior Minister or
*Medium logo on/at: |, 4 Booths- Senior Representative
-Main Stage opening Key Minister and  |*Speaker on talk show on relevant topic to be agreed
& closing locetion MISTI Stamp - |*VIP table at Gala Dinner
3 |Gold $25,000|-Advertisements along hand over by |*Car pick up during the event
-Leaflets ahtrance Senior *Group Photo with Senior Minister
-Booklet way Minister during [*One Private dinner with Secretary of States hosted by MISTI (valid 1 year)
-Panel, etc. closing *One VIP card for express elevator at the MISTI (valid 1 year)
ceremony *50% discount on one session of Talkshow
*Signed by
*Small logo on/at: Senior
-Main Stage opening Minister and “VIP table at Gala Dinner
4 |silver $10,000 ig\(/)esrl{i]gements *3 Booths :::J Io?;:earrgs 16roup Bhotomwithy SeniorMinister _
4 liLestiots Senior *One Private dinner with Under Secretary of States hosted by MISTI (valid 1 year)
ety - [*50% discount on one session of Talkshow
-Booklet Minister during
-Panel, etc. closing
ceremony
*Small logo on/at: .
-Advertisements Silrg“r:;d by *Invite to Gala Dinner
5 |Bronze $5,000|-Leaflets *2 Booths Minister and *Group Photo with Senior Minister
-Booklet *One Private dinner with Under Secretary of States hosted by MISTI (valid 1 year)
_Panel. etc. MISTI Stamp
*Small logo on/at: *Signed by
-Advertisements " Senior
4 [lron $2,000 -Leaflets el Minister and
-Booklet MISTI Stamp
*Duration of stage 1h30min
Session *Big logo on LED *Coordinate and facilitate to have 3 to 4 relevant speakers
6 |Science $10,000 e *Advertisement through social media to outreach public
TalkShow 9 *Livestream on Social media
*Coordinate and facilitate to invite most relevant stakeholders to join the session (300p)
Il. Booth
*Booth Info.
-Size: 3.00m x 3.00m x 2.50mH, 9Sgm
-Structure: Octanorm System (White Structure)
-Carpet, 9sqm ——
-Fascia Board (Sticker Cut Out)
1’ [standard $1,000 -2x Folding Chairs F-01 I
-1x Information Counter F-13 |
-1x Waste Paper Basket F-45 '
-2x Fluorescent Light, 40w
-1x Power Socket, 5amp/220v : =
*Raw Space Info.
2 Raw $80 -Minimum 50square/meter
Space -Carpet
-Power Socket

Table 4. Sponsor and standard booth packages
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Below are the photos and backdrops where the logos of sponsor appeared:

Figure 18. H. E. Senior Minister, Minister of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation at Gala Dinner
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6. Concluding remarks and ways forwards

This first National STI Day has marked a historic event for the Kingdom of Cambodia. The theme of
the event entitled “Building Foundation for All” is a critical start for the Kingdom to industrialise the
nation in order to realize vision of becoming upper-middle income country by 2030 and higher income
country by 2050. There was a significant participation from local and international partners of both
public and private institutions. The political support to the event was a substantial element to make
this successful event. There was also impression that the participation of private sectors in the
exhibition was very engaging since there were hundreds of booths joining the three-day event.

This year event was clustered in different activities such as STI day (opening and closing activities),
Science Caravan (kind of mobile museum engaging from National Science Museum of Thailand),
Talk-shows (dialogues among STI actors on both policy and implementation dimension), exhibition
in the form of tech expo, and others. This year, the important participation from National Science
Museum of the Kingdom of Thailand was one of good models in which it was seen as one of efficient
approaches to promote science among youth. As evidenced, there were many general education
students coming and joining the event and enjoying science tools displayed during the three-day
event. Moreover, the exhibition and the talk-shows revealed a promising movement of Cambodia in
STI. The participation of private sectors and public institutions in the form of booth was an important
show case to highlight the development of STl in the Kingdom. Furthermore, the engagement of the
speakers from the public and private sectors in the talk-show was necessary since suggestion and
recommendation from the talk-shows served as inputs for policy development and implementation.
Last but not least, the involvement from all stakeholders in supporting the future National STI Day
was necessary and more efforts to leverage STI for long term development of Cambodia were
important. This aligned with the theme of this 2023 event entitled “Building Foundation for All”.

34



Annex A. Opening Remarks Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techno Hun Sen

Opening Remarks
by
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN,
Prime Minister of Cambodia
In Opening Ceremony of the 1*t National Day of Science
Technology & Innovation

Phnom Penh, March 26, 2023

@@%@%@&%

Samdech, Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Distinguished Guests, Ladies, and Gentlemen!

Today, it is my great pleasure and honor to preside over the opening ceremony of the First
National Day of Science, Technology, and Innovation 2023, on the most pivotal theme of
“Building Foundation for All”. 1 would like to extend my warm welcome to the delegates
of ministries, institutions in charge of science, technology, and innovation for the honored
presence in the first time ever national event of Science, Technology and Innovation’s Day
to be taking place for three days in the Kingdom of Cambodia. I would like to take this
opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation and congratulate for the splendid efforts of
the Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation for initiating this event by
connecting it to the first Cambodia-International Science, Technology and Innovation
Exhibition 2023 to raise the public awareness of the Royal Government’s vision and
strategies of science, technology and innovation development in Cambodia. This event
provides all relevant stakeholders with the opportunities to discuss, share experiences and
international best practices, and collaborate in addressing current regional and global
concerns and the implementation of future work. The Royal Government of Cambodia has
given digitalisation in the public and private sectors a high priority in order to build a digital
government, economy, society, and citizenry in conjunction with regional and global trends
to enhance socioeconomic development performance. I would like to call for national and

international communities to work together with the Royal Government of Cambodia at all

Opening Remarks by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN at the opening of the First National STI's Day,
March 26, 2023 (unofficial transiation)
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developmental stages of digital transformation as precisely emphasized in the Cambodia
Digital Economy and Society Policy Framework 2021-2035 and the Policy on Digital
Government 2022-2035.

Samdech, Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, and Distinguished Guests!

In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, global warmings, geopolitical competition, trade
war, and climate change, I have acknowledged the key roles of science, technology, and
innovation in maintaining sustainable economic growth and harnessing inclusive socio-
economic development. As a matter of fact, the Royal Government of Cambodia has
endorsed and rolled out Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 2020-2030, aiming to
build a strong foundation for benefiting from the scientific and technological products as
well as taking part in the development of new and innovative technologies in the future. In
this regard, the Royal Government of Cambodia has set out Cambodia’s Skills Development
Roadmap 2022-2035, and National Research Agenda 2025, aiming at contributing to
solving the challenges and creating opportunities for public and private sectors and
Cambodian people through effective training plan, identifying specific research themes with
feasible outcomes, and promoting appropriate technological product development which are
relevant, timely and responsive to the demands for effective socioeconomic development.
In accordance with what being said, Cambodia will obtain new opportunities which result
from the new technological breakthroughs, which is in line with the slogan “New

Technology, New Job Opportunities.”

Furthermore, with the coordination and effort of the Ministry of Industry, Science,
Technology & Innovation, and especially under the guidance of the National Council of
Science, Technology and Innovation, the Royal Government of Cambodia has disseminated
three prioritized-technology roadmaps, namely Agriculture Technology Roadmap,
Education Technology Roadmap, and Health Technology Roadmap, while working on
rolling out other three prioritised-technology roadmaps such as Energy Technology
Roadmap, Tourism Technology Roadmap, and Digital Technology Roadmap. These
technological roadmaps will serve as the cornerstone and provide guidance for ministries,
institutions, development partners, private sector, and Cambodian people in developing
consistent plans, comprehensive strategies, proper technological adoption, and the
appropriate and market-responsive technological product development for Cambodia.
Noticeably, the ecosystem of startup and incubation in technology in Cambodia has seen

remarkable growth in the last few years, for instance, local seed investors, private capital

Opening Remarks by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN at the opening of the First National STI's Day,
March 26, 2023 (unofficial translation}
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fund, investment capital, business supporting centers, startup, and co-working spaces.
Meanwhile, some higher education institutions have been actively contributing to the
development of the national innovation system through developing training, particularly
STEM-related programs, establishing university-industry linkage offices, and rolling out of

business and new business supporting centers.
Samdech, Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, and Distinguished Guests!

In order to promote science, technology, and innovation in Cambodia, I would like to

encourage and direct some important initiatives as follows:

1. The Royal Government of Cambodia has prioritised the STEM-related human
capital development via motivating next-generation youth to opt for STEM-related
majors, strengthening education and training quality at all levels, carrying out talent
attraction and retention strategies, strengthening research and development,
establishing national research fund for science, technology, and innovation.

2. The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation and the National
Council of Science, Technology & Innovation shall prepare legal frameworks,
especially the issuance of legal document, policies, strategic plans, and roadmaps in
priority areas to accelerate the development of national innovation systems in full
response to Cambodia’s development needs, changes in regional and global trends.

3. The government encourages and enhances cooperation between the public and
private sectors, the academia and development partners in order to leverage
Cambodia’s national innovation system.

4. T would like to encourage higher education institutions to continue establishing
business and startup supporting centers for promoting entrepreneurship and startup
in Cambodia.

5. I would like to encourage national and international investors to contribute and
provide seed capital for entrepreneurs by acting as seed investors and setting up

private equity and venture capital funds.

Finally, with the announcement of the opening of the 1% National Day of Science,
Technology, and Innovation 2023, I would like to wish the first Cambodia-International
Science, Technology, and Innovation exhibition a fruitful success. I wish Samdech,

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies and gentlemen, national and international guests a good

Opening Remarks by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN at the opening of the First National ST's Day,
March 26, 2023 (unofficial transiation}
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heath and five Buddha’s blessings: longevity, nobility, health, strength, and wisdom. Thank

you!

SCINATIONAL 2023

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

DAY

Opening Remarks by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN at the opening of the First National STI's Day,
March 26, 2023 (unofficial translation}
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Annex B. Opening Remarks H.E. Kitti Settha Pandita Cham Prasidh (Unofficial Translation)

Opening Remarks
by

His Excellency Kitti Settha Pandita Cham Prasidh
Senior Minister, Minister of Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation
In Opening Ceremony of the 1st National Day of Science Technology & Innovation
“Building Foundation For All”

b

Phnom Penh, March 26, 2023

Diamond Island Convention and Exhibition Center

- Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodial

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Member of the Senate, National Assembly and the Royal Government!

- His Excellency Academician Prof. Boviengkham VONGDARA, Minister of Technology and
Telecommunication of the Lao People's Democratic Republic!

- [Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs Ambassadors

- Representative of the Ministry of Higher FEducation, Science, Research and Innovation of the
Kingdom of Thailand

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Neak Oknha, Lok Oknha, Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished National
and International Guests, Representatives of Development Partners and the Private Sector, a very
good morning!

On this auspicious occasion, on behalf of the leaders and all officers of the Ministry of Industry, Science,
Technology & Innovation and the National Council for Science, Technology & Innovation, I would like to
express my profound gratitude to Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia and Honorary Chairman of the National Council for Science, Technology & Innovation
for presiding over the National Day of Science, Technology and Innovation on March 26, 2023, which is the
first event in the kingdom.

The presence of Samdech Techo Prime Minister clearly shows the Royal Government's
attention in science, technology and innovation, which is one of the key factors to help Cambodia
achieve the vision of becoming a high middle-income country by 2030 and high-income by 2050.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister’s attention is an indispensable catalyst in inspiring and motivating all
of us who are serving the nation, serving the people in the fields of science, technology and innovation, as well
as other sectors.

Moreover, Samdech Techo Prime Minister has always linked the activities and deep
communications between the leaders of the Royal Government with government officials, public and
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private institutions, researchers and students who are the key players in the national innovation
ecosystem.

We would like to take this opportunity to gather participants from all sectors to express our
deepest gratitude to Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, the founder and leader of the
win-win policy that bring about peace and complete national unity.

We and all the Cambodian people are very proud and fortunate to have Samdech Techo
Prime Minister as the leader of the country that strived from the bare hands until we are having
prosperous things as today. We all will remember this great merit forever.

Historically, we are well aware that only Samdech Techo Hun Sen has been the longest-
serving Prime Minister and has always had the support and respect from the people. Having such
a good leader makes the people live comfortably, prosperously and in happiness.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister,
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

With the start of the National Day of Science, Technology and Innovation today and
accompanied by the "1st Cambodia-International Science, Technology and Innovation Exhibition -
2023" and other events over the next two days, I would like to thank and welcome the participation
of representatives from relevant ministries and institutions, government officials at all levels,
teachers, researchers and students, private sectors, development partners, national and international
guests, including delegations from the Ministry of Technology and Telecommunications of the Lao
People's Democratic Republic and the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and
Innovation (MHESTI) of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The spirit of working together to develop science, technology and innovation is a necessary
factor that stakeholders must have and implement in order to promote this sector as a stepping stone
to socio-economic development as other developed nations in the world.

I would like to inform that the National Day of Science, Technology and Innovation that is
happening now is due to the right decision, realistic, with a long-term vision of Samdech Techo
Prime Minister.

According to the decision of the Royal Government, this event will be held every year on
March 26, which coincides with the founding day of the Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology
& Innovation, March 26, 2020, which has been 3 years.

This major institutional reform has opened a new page for Cambodia to have a ministry with
specific responsibilities for leading, managing and developing science, technology and innovation in
line with the current trends of the global and regional development.

Currently, the Royal Cambodian Government is focusing on and is fully supporting the
development of science, technology and innovation, which also seeks to increase investment in the
development of infrastructure, both physical and digital, to improve public service efficiency,
promote the development of skills and modernize the social protection system.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister,
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Although this field of science, technology and innovation is new and a new mission of the
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation, with high commitment, solidarity and
strong support from the Royal Government and relevant ministries and institutions, the Ministry, as
well as the National Council for Science, Technology & Innovation, have worked closely together to
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address the challenges and promote the development of science, technology and innovation, with
constant guidance from Samdech Techo Prime Minister who is the Honorary Chairman of the
National Council for Science, Technology & Innovation.

A number of key achievements have been made and are bearing fruit positively in contributing
to economic growth.

Some important documents have been released such as: Cambodia Science, Technology
and Innovation Roadmap 2030, National Research Agenda (NRA) 2025, Report on Roadmap
Development on Research and Innovation in the Kingdom of Cambodia, Report on Technology
Needs Assessment and Monitoring & Evaluation framework, research ethics, educational
technology roadmap (EduTech), health technology roadmap (HealthTech), agricultural
technology roadmap (AgriTech), and the framework to evaluate the implementation of the
Cambodia Science, Technology and Innovation Roadmap 2030.

In addition, the ministry has also been preparing a draft law on technology transfer and a
number of drafts of sub-decrees, such as the draft sub-decree on the establishment and management
of the Science, Technology and Innovation Park, and the draft sub-decree on research and
development management.

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation, the secretariat of the Royal
Cambodian Government, has been continuously working to organize, lead and enhance the national
innovation system by increasing the capacity of Cambodian science and technology in conjunction
with research to promote enterprise innovation of factories, small and medium enterprises, as well as
start-ups to be highly competitive at the regional and global level, as well as to promote the creation
of job opportunities and increase value added.

As a matter of fact, science, technology and innovation are not the responsibilities of any
single ministry, but they are inter-sectoral, which requires close and sincere cooperation within the
inter-ministerial framework, including the private sectors by taking into account the common
interests of the nation as a whole, and not taking a pro-ministerial position or work separately. I think
that at this stage, good cooperation is necessary for a national harmony that can push the field of
science, technology and innovation to move forward more than ever before.

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation, as well as the National Council for
Science, Technology and Innovation, will do everything possible to act as an umbrella to facilitate and
response to the direction of digital socio-economic development, the evolution of the fourth generation
industry, and focus on cultivating knowledge, building human capital with a certain level of scientific
mntelligence for the next generation for the growth and good future of all of us, as the theme of the
National Day of Science and Technology "Building foundation for all.”

Once again, on behalf of the Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology & Innovation and on
behalf of the National Council for Science, Technology and Innovation, which has more than 10
government ministries and institutions directly involved and representatives of the private sector, I
would like to express my deepest gratitude to Samdech The Prime Minister who has agreed to
accept the position of Honorary Chairman of the National Council for Science, Technology &
Innovation, which is a testament to the high support and attention of Samdech Techo Prime
Minister in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation and also a great encouragement to me
and all of us.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all departments and officials of the relevant
authorities, including the Armed Forces of all kinds, for participating in the celebration of the
National Day of Science, Technology and Innovation in conjunction with the National and

(98]
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International Exhibition of Science, Technology and Innovation. I would also like to thank the
program sponsors for their support and promotion of science, technology and innovation.

Finally, on behalf of the leaders and officers of the Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology
& Innovation and the National Council for Science, Technology & Innovation, I would like to pray
for the coming of New Year Angel to bless Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Samdech Kittiprittbandit with good health,
strength and longevity to lead the country and the people of Cambodia in peace with further
development and progress. Also, may the sons, daughters, grandsons, and granddaughters of both
Samdech be wise and meet happiness and eternal prosperity.

I would like to wish Samdech, Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Neak Oknha, Lok Oknha, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Distinguished National and International Guests, ladies and gentlemen successes in
all their endeavors, and I wish the four Buddha’s blessings: longevity, nobility, health and strength.

With all the respect, I would like to invite Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, to give the remarks for the opening of the
National Day of Science, Technology and Innovation and the insightful guidance.

Thank you!
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